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Editorials 


THE DENTAL GUIDANCE COUNCIL 


It was just about twelve years ago that a young dentist 
passing through the corridor of an out-patient dental facil- 
ity, here in New York City, noticed a woman who seemed 
to be in great distress, holding a child in her arms, Ask- 
ing if he might be of assistance to her, he was told that the 
child was badly in need of dental care, but because he was 
afflicted with cerebral palsy, no dentist was willing to 
accept him as a patient, The young dentist further learned 
that many parents of cerebral palsied children were find- 
ing themselves in the same predicament, 


The mother’s story came as a great surprise to the 
dentist as he was confident that such children could be 
helped in their dental needs, 


Soon thereafter, this dentist and several of his col- 
leagues met with members of the Board of the Cerebral 
Palsy Society of New York (now UCP of NYC) to discuss 
this situation further, Out of this meeting emerged the 
Dental Guidance Council for Cerebral Palsy in New York 


‘ 


and having as its aim 1) the development of adequate pro- 
grams for the prevention and treatment of dental and oral 
diseases in persons with cerebral palsy; 2) the training of 
personnel for the dental care of individuals with cerebral 
palsy and 3) the enlisting of the aid of the dental profession 
in its efforts to meet the oral problems of persons with cer- 
ebral palsy. | 


The Council can be justly proud of its accomplishments 
over the years since the first meeting in 1948, It has been 
instrumental in bringing into being four out-patient facili- 
ties for the cerebral palsied in the metropolitan area, It 
has seen post-graduate dental Fellowship training pro- 
grams inaugurated in the particular phases of dental prac- 
tice. These programs have afforded a splendid opportunity 
for research into the special dental problems of persons 
with cerebral palsy for pioneering in new methods of treat- 
ment, 


Through seminars, scientific meetings, lectures, ex- 
hibits and printed materials the Council has endeavored to 
bring an understanding of the cerebral palsied to the dental 
profession, In this too, the Council has had marked suc- 
cess for the number of dentists willing to accept the cere- 
bral palsied as patients, is ever increasing. 


Most important, the members of the Council have 
demonstrated that all but a small percentage of these pa- 
tients are amenable to normal dental procedures. 


E. F.K. 


THE BULLETIN 


A major purpose of the Dental Guidance Council for 
Cerebral Palsy in New York always has been to enlist 
the aid of the dental profession in its attempt to coordi- 
nate all efforts to solve the oral problems of people with 
cerebral palsy. This new Bulletin of the Council in in- 
tended to serve as a means of furthering this purpose, 


The establishment of the Bulletin, which the Council 
proposes to distribute to individual dentists and dental 
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groups particularly interested in these problems, followed 
the expressed desire of its membership to expand the scope 
of its activities. The Bulletin represents a logical step in 
the Council’s desire to implement its efforts on behalf of 


dentistry in cerebral palsy and other handicapping conditions. 


The Bulletin will emphasize dentistry in cerebral palsy 
and will include abstracts of pertinent dental literature and 
reports of important research in cerebral palsy which may 
have oral significance. The Bulletin will also report on the 
scientific activities and other constructive efforts of the 
Council. Through these pages we hope to bring new knowl- 
edge and professional stimulation to an increasing number 
of interested private practitioners and staff members of 
dental schools, hospital dental clinics and other dental fa- 
cilities. 

Comments and suggestions from our readers, and in- 


quiries regarding the Dental Guidance Council and its ac- 
tivities will be welcomed, 


S.N.R. 
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President's 
Message 


I am extremely pleased to communicate with our 
membership and all those interested in the treatment of 
the handicapped dental patient through our new Bulletin, 


In the past, the Dental Guidance Council for Cerebral 
Palsy has worked diligently to advance knowledge of all 
phases of dentistry for the cerebral palsy patients to the 
profession. Now we must accept the challenge of educat- 
ing the profession in dentistry for the various other exist- 
ing handicaps. 


Our interest in dentistry for the handicapped demands 
that we develop a dedicated program that will increase both 
the treatment and research activities for these patients. 
Such a program will increase the membership and prestige 
of our Cerebral Palsy Dental Guidance Council, 


Above all, we must impress upon the dental profession 
the great importance of our keeping pace with the medical 
profession in the treatment of the handicapped child and 
adult. 


The officers join me in welcoming all those interested 
in the treatment of the handicapped to our meetings and 
scientific seminars, 


Seymour Koster, -D.D.S. 


What is 
Cerebral 
Palsy? 


Cerebral Palsy embraces the clinical picture created by 
injury to the brain, in which one of the components is motor 
disturbance. 


Thus, cerebral palsy may be described as a group of 
conditions, usually originating in childhood, characterized 
by paralysis, weakness, incoordination or any other aber- 
ration of motor function caused by pathology of the motor 
control centers of the brain, In addition to such motor dys- 
function, cerebral palsy may include learning difficulties, 
psychological problems, sensory defects, convulsive and 
behavioral disorders of organic origin. 


From United Cerebral Palsy Research and Educa- 
tional Foundation Program for calendar year 1960, 
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SCIENTIFIC 
SECTION 


Abstracts 


The Cerebral Palsy Clinic of Indiana University has devel- 
oped an acrylic mouthpiece for self therapy activities for both 
polio and cerebral palsy patients. It is made of methyl meth- 
acrylate in one piece covering the clinical crowns of all teeth, 
with an anterior extension to hold a straw, pencil, or other ob- 
ject. Use of the extension encourages patients to use posterior 
neck muscles and gain control of movements of the head and 
neck, Feeding and swallowing are facilitated. Adaptations for 
typing and operation of battery driven wheel chairs enables pa- 
tients to achieve some degree of independence. No undesirable 
effects have been noticed. 

(Buckley, R.R., The Acrylic Mouthpiece for Poliomyelitis and 
Cerebral Palsy Patients. J.D.C., 26:3. 3rd Quarter 1959.) 


In a study of 312 children, whose ages ranged from 2 to 6 
years, detailed information was obtained concerning gestation, 
birth and later development. The incidence of enamel hypo- 
plasia was recorded along with the estimated time of occur- 
rence of the hypoplasia, based on the work of Logan and Kron- 
feld. Hypoplasia ’’was characterized by a grooved ring of 
visible and palpable depth about the crown of the tooth.’’ The 
total group was divided into those showing no signs of cerebral 
dysfunction (93) and those showing positive signs of cerebral 
disorders (219). This was done on the basis of a neurological 
examination. The incidence of enamel hypoplasia in the first 
group was only 9%, whereas a 54% incidence was recorded in 
the group with cerebral disorders. 

Breaking the latter group down, it was found that the high- 
est incidence of enamel hypoplasia occurred where there was 
bilateral central nervous system involvement: choreo-athetosis 
(100%) and simple spastic diplegia (84%); the lowest incidence 
was seen in the group which manifested focal cerebral seizures 
and hemiplegia (38%). 

In 93 of the children studied, a definite correlation was 
found to exist between the incidence and time of occurrence of 
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the hypoplasia and some abnormal event taking place during 
gestation or parturition. This suggests the possibility that the 
mechanism/s responsible for central nervous system disorders 
may adversely affect enamel formation also. 

(Via, W.F. Jr. and Churchill, J.A. Relationship of Enamel 
Hypoplasia to Abnormal Events of Gestation and Birth, 
J.A.D.A. 59:702-707 Oct. 1959) 


An example of potentially productive clinical research is the 
study of physical abnormalities, centered upon malformation and 
impaired nerve function of the mouth and pharynx, which is a con- 
tinuing investigation under the direction of Dr. James F. Bosma, 
Professor of Pediatrics, College of Medicine, University of Utah. 
The primary purpose of this study is to define explicitly the ac- 
tual processes of motor function of the mouth, pharynx and larynx 
in both normal persons and in the area of abnormalities, Little is 
known of the basic nature of this vital function, particularly in 
the neurologically damaged, All types of recording apparatus are 
being utilized in the study for comparison of normal function as 
contrasted with abnormal mechanism in swallowing, suckling, 
mastication and speech, 

(From United Cerebral Palsy Research and Educational Founda- 
tion, Program for calendar year 1959.) 


Institute on 
Mental 
Retardation 


Proceedings of an Institute on Mental Retardation for physi- 
cians and dentists held at Fergus Falls, Minnesota on November 
7, 1959 have recently been published in Bulletin Form, The In- 
stitute was held following a survey in four rural counties into the 
medical and dental needs of mentally retarded children, living in 
those counties, 

The survey itself was conducted under the auspices of the 
Children’s Bureau of the United States Department of Health, Edu- 
cation and Welfare in cooperation with the Minnesota Departments 
of Health and Social Welfare. The Institute afforded the opportu- 
nity to present the results of the study to physicians and dentists 


in the area and to discuss other medical and dental aspects of men- 


tal retardation. 
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The Institute was divided into two sections: one dealing with 
medical aspects of mental retardation, the second with dental as- 
pects. Topics covered in the medical section were: 

**Four-County Project, A Progress Report’’, by Eunice M. 
Davis, MD, Fergus Fall, Minnesota; 

**Diagnosis of Mental Retardation’’, by Dale C. Cameron, MD, 
St. Paul, Minnesota; 

’*The Association of Mental and Metabolic Defects’’, by Sidney 
Israels, MD, Minnipeg, Manitoba; 

’*Handicapping Psychiatric Disorders of Childhood’’, by Jack 
V. Wallinga, MD, Minneapolis, Minnesota; 

Those covered in the dental section were: 

’*Hospital and Dental Services for the Handicapped’’, by 
Robert J. Boller, DDS, Minneapolis, Minnesota; 

’*Hospital Facilities for Dental Practice’’, by Paul Hofstad, 
MB, Fergus Falls, Minnesota; 

’*Clinical Management of the Handicapped’’, by Solomon N, 
Rosenstein, DDS, New York, New York; 

’*Four-County Project, A dental Survey’’, by John R. Snyder, 
D.D.S., Minneapolis, Minnesota; 

Panel Discussion, Moderator, Marvin P. Sheldon, DDS, 
Washington, D.C. 


Many of these topics should be of interest to our members and 
it is planned to present them in abstract form in future issues of 
this Bulletin. Information concerning the entire Proceedings of the 
Institute may be obtained from: 


Dr. Wayne L. Larson, Associate Director 
Four-County Project for Retarded Children 
406 South Cascade Avenue 

Fergus Falls, Minnesota 


Recommended 
Reading 


Meeting the Challenge of Cerebral Palsy by Jules Saltman 


(Public Affairs Pamphlet #158B, price 25¢) published by The 
Public Affairs Committee, Inc, in cooperation with United Cer- 
ebral Palsy Associations, Inc. This interesting pamphlet may be 
obtained from Public Affairs Pamphlets, 22 East 38th Street, New 
York 16, N.Y. 


Don’t 
Miss 
the 


Annual Dinner Meeting 


OF THE 
DENTAL GUIDANCE COUNCIL FOR CEREBRAL PALSY 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 1961 


HOTEL ASTOR, BROADWAY AT 45rn STREET, N., Y. 


** * 


GUEST SPEAKER— DR, HAROLD JACOBZINER 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, N.Y. C, } 


** 


INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS 


* * * 


RESERVATIONS 

EDWARD F, KILBAN& 
70 FIFTH AVENUE 

COST $8, 25 NEW YORK Il, N, Y, 


COCKTAILS 7 P, M. 
DINNER 8 P, M, 
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